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all manner of privileges and gratuities at the expense of
the taxpayers generally, that is, chiefly the peasantry.
It is noteworthy that the minutes of the sessions of the
conference have hitherto remained unpublished.    Should
these documents become known, even the unscrupulous third
Duma would blush with shame.   Although they are not by
any means a faithful report of the debates, their publica-
tion, as well as the publication of the memoranda which
were addressed to the conference, would throw a great deal
of light upon many aspects of the disaster which befell us
after the Japanese War.   At the beginning of the 20th
century it is impossible to pursue with impunity a mediaeval
course of policy.   When the nation becomes, at least partly,
conscious of its dignity and needs, it is impossible to follow
the policy of a patently unjust encouragement of the privi-
leged minority at the expense of the majority.   Rulers and
politicians who do not grasp this simple truth prepare a
revolution with their own hands.   At the first weakening
of the Government's power and prestige, it bursts out with
the violence of an uncontrollable explosion.   Our revolu-
tion took place because our Government was blind to the
fundamental fact that society moves onward*    It is the
duty of the rulers to regulate this movement and hold it in
check.   When they fail to do so and, instead, dam the
current, the result is a revolutionary flood   This flood is
made more dangerous in Russia by the fact'that 35 per cent.
of the population consists of non-Russian, conquered na-
tionalities. Anyone who has intelligently read recent history
knows how difficult the development of nationalism in the
past century has rendered the task of welding together
heterogeneous national  elements  into   a   uniform  body
politic.
Upon the dissolution of the Noblemen's Conference I
again called His Majesty's attention to the peasant prob-
lem in my yearly report relating to the State budget for the